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Raising a bilingual or a polyglot (one who knows more than two languages) child in a monolingual country can be challenging, but learning an extra language is easier during childhood, when the human brain is absorbing everything like a sponge. Arming your child with more than one language can lead to more job opportunities down the road, as well as the ability to connect to more people, both socially and professionally. Studies even show that being bilingual can help people keep a sharp mind through old age!

Make it a team effort. Ideally, everyone in the household should be supportive of the child learning and using another language, even if not everyone speaks the language. Sometimes, one person in the household wants to teach the child another language, while others may object, or be indifferent or unsupportive. If this is the case, and assuming that you are the one who wants the child to be bilingual, discuss the benefits of multilingualism with other members of the household. The important thing is that when the child uses another language, everyone rewards and encourages it, rather than "correcting" them with the primary language.

Get a nanny or babysitter who speaks another language. Ask them to use that language when speaking to the child, and to encourage the child to use it as well.

Set up play dates or put your child in playgroups with children who speak another language. Use peer pressure to your advantage! If you can't find an appropriate playgroup, considering starting one: How to Start a Local Playgroup. Or search for any other "organization" where you have an environment in which the secondary language is spoken, such as cultural associations.
