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Computer technology can create worlds that don’t exist and make you believe you can see, hear and touch them.  This is called virtual reality.  When you watch TV, it’s as if you were looking through a window, but with virtual reality you can actually feel you are part of the picture itself.

A Flying Start

Flight simulators are virtual reality systems used for training pilots.  A trainee sits in a “cockpit” and a virtual reality scene is projected onto the windscreen.  The controls inside the cockpit are linked to a computer, which alters the view ant tilts and turns the cockpit as the trainee tries to “fly”.  It is so realistic that it feels as if you is in a real plane.

Data Gloves

Data gloves contain sensors, which detect the movements of your hand.  If, for example you were looking at the image of a room, you could stretch out and open a door.  The graphics would change to show the door opening and pressure pads in the gloves would press down on your hand, so you would also feel as if you were turning a door handle.
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