	Thulani Ndule
Namibia’s far North
The tarred road transects the plain in a straight line. On both sides of the slightly elevated roadway there are fields and fields of maize-like plants, fenced in with thick branches almost breast-deep and rammed into the ground to form a wall.
Clusters of thatched huts dominate the scene. Every now and then the road passes through elongated depressions with some water still evident in places. Tall Makalani palms - some in sociable groups, others single - raise their green heads into the bright blue sky like oversized dandelions.
[image: http://www.thetravelwebsite.co.uk/images/rogerdelaharpe31997_(Small).jpg]Namibia’s far north – the area between Etosha National Park and the Angolan border – is totally different from the rest of the country. It is flat, green and alive with people. The ground is mostly sand; rocks and stones are rare. The numerous elongated depressions which dissect the plain and fill up with water during the rainy season are called Oshanas. Originally this area was a mix of grassland, shrub savannah and dry forest. Save for a few  patches on the periphery, however, the forest has disappeared; all that remains are the many fences of the homesteads. The only trees left are the striking Makalani palms in the central north, the Mopane forests in the northwest and mighty Baobabs here and there. Game has also disappeared from this fertile land – to the south, the sanctuary of Etosha. This part of the country is at its most beautiful during the rainy season between October and April. ‘Rainy season’ is slightly misleading, though. It only means that the probability of rain is higher than during the other months, regarded as the dry season, and that water then enters the Oshanas also from Angola in the north. As they will soon teem with fish they represent a valuable source of food. 
Since independence in 1990 the area is subdivided into the four regions of Oshikoto, Oshana, Omusati and Ohangwena with altogether 780,000 inhabitants according to the 2001 census. This is almost 43% of Namibia’s total population of 1.83 million. Most of the people live in traditional homesteads consisting of several huts which are connected by a system of passages and enclosed by sturdy palisades with pointed tops. But the trimmings of civilization are clearly in evidence as well, taking the shape of a stone house with a corrugated iron roof in the centre of a homestead or that of a satellite dish on a thatched roof. The main road is tarred; in long stretches the concrete bed of an aqueduct runs next to it. Along the way you pass numerous Cuca Shops, which are best described as a small general store combined with a bar. Apart from soft drinks and alcoholic beverages, including Tombo, the home-brewed beer, they stock daily necessities such as maize flour, tinned food and pegs. Customers are lured with imaginative names like “Freedom Land”, “Broadway” or “Marlboro Bar” painted in bold and colourful characters. Larger places boast supermarkets with a more varied range of goods, including fresh fruit and vegetables, while the shopping centres of Oshakati and Ondangwa by far exceed the facilities of places like Tsumeb or Grootfontein.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When it comes to tourism, however, the north has hardly been opened up as yet. Only during the past few years has an accommodation facility or craft-workshop sprung up here and there.
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Sights and Attractions
The descriptions and information given hereafter are sorted geographically and follow the route via Tsumeb to Ruacana. Even though the district of Tsumeb is part of the Oshikoto Region it is not included here because visitors usually stop there on the usual route to Etosha through the centre of the country.
Crafts
Travelling through Ovambo you will come across many small craft projects. Examples are the Tulongeni Craft Market in Omuthiya, 82 km south of Ondangwa or the Ndilimani Pottery Project in Onenongo, 20 km northwest of Oshakati. These projects, some 
of them initiated by NGOs, are primarily intended to generate an income for women and at the same time keep traditional skills alive. Basket-ware and hats are woven from palm leaves, oil is pressed from the kernel of the Marula fruit, earthen jugs and bowls are baked in pits filled with red-hot charcoal, and handmade paper is framed and printed on.
King Nehale Gate
This gate nearby the Andoni waterhole in the north-east of Etosha National Park was officially opened in 2003. It is named after King Nehale Lya Mpingana whose warriors attacked Fort Namutoni in January 1904 and forced the tiny Schutztruppe garrison to flee. If you plan to travel to Namibia’s far north from Namutoni, this gate will save you a 100-km-drive around Etosha’s eastern border.
Nakambale Museum
In 1871 the Finnish Mission Society established a mission station at Olukonda, situated today about 10 km south of Ondangwa. Missionary Martti Rautanen was at work there from 1880 until his death in 1926. The local people called him Nakambale, ‘the man with the hat’. Amongst others, Rautanen translated the bible into the Ndonga language and in 1889 built the first church in the area. His house, built in 1893, and the church were renovated in the early nineties with financial aid from the Finnish government. Both buildings have been declared national monuments.
In 1995 a museum was opened in the old missionary house, named 'Nakambale' in honour of Rautanen. In his study a wooden stand with scraps of paper will catch your eye. They have Oshindonga words written on them to help the missionary with his vocabularies. An insight into the daily life of those times is gained by photos of the Rautanen family and other missionaries, as well as numerous items from the early years of missionary work. The culture and tradition of the Owambo is also covered, of course. Exhibits include ornaments, pottery, tools and weapons. Furthermore there are attractive boards which, for example, explain the royal houses of this people and their history.
Take the time to look at the traditional Ndonga homestead which has been built next to the missionary house to afford glimpses of an otherwise secluded world. On a tour of the homestead the functions of the different huts as well as the Owambo culture and way of life are explained. A small shop offers craft items from the area.
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