Namibia’s far North
The tarred road transects the plain in a straight line. On both sides of the slightly elevated roadway there are fields and fields of maize-like plants, fenced in with thick branches almost breast-deep and rammed into the ground to form a wall.

Clusters of thatched huts dominate the scene. Every now and then the road passes through elongated depressions with some water still evident in places. Tall Makalani palms - some in sociable groups, others single - raise their green heads into the bright blue sky like oversized dandelions.

Namibia’s far north – the area between Etosha National Park and the Angolan border – is totally different from the rest of the country. It is flat, green and alive with people. The ground is mostly sand; rocks and stones are rare. The numerous elongated depressions which dissect the plain and fill up with water during the rainy season are called Oshanas. Originally this area was a mix of grassland, shrub savannah and dry forest. Save for a few  patches on the periphery, however, the forest has disappeared; all that remains are the many fences of the homesteads. The only trees left are the striking Makalani palms in the central north, the Mopane forests in the northwest and mighty Baobabs here and there. Game has also disappeared from this fertile land – to the south, the sanctuary of Etosha. This part of the country is at its most beautiful during the rainy season between October and April. ‘Rainy season’ is slightly misleading, though. It only means that the probability of rain is higher than during the other months, regarded as the dry season, and that water then enters the Oshanas also from Angola in the north. As they will soon teem with fish they represent a valuable source of food. [image: image1.jpg]



Since independence in 1990 the area is subdivided into the four regions of Oshikoto, Oshana, Omusati and Ohangwena with altogether 780,000 inhabitants according to the 2001 census. This is almost 43% of Namibia’s total population of 1.83 million. Most of the people live in traditional homesteads consisting of several huts which are connected by a system of passages and enclosed by sturdy palisades with pointed tops. But the trimmings of civilization are clearly in evidence as well, taking the shape of a stone house with a corrugated iron roof in the centre of a homestead or that of a satellite dish on a thatched roof. The main road is tarred; in long stretches the concrete bed of an aqueduct runs next to it. Along the way you pass numerous Cuca Shops, which are best described as a small general store combined with a bar. Apart from soft drinks and alcoholic beverages, including Tombo, the home-brewed beer, they stock daily necessities such as maize flour, tinned food and pegs. Customers are lured with imaginative names like “Freedom Land”, “Broadway” or “Marlboro Bar” painted in bold and colourful characters. Larger places boast supermarkets with a more varied range of goods, including fresh fruit and vegetables, while the shopping centres of Oshakati and Ondangwa by far exceed the facilities of places like Tsumeb or Grootfontein.
When it comes to tourism, however, the north has hardly been opened up as yet. Only during the past few years has an accommodation facility or craft-workshop sprung up here and there.
