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The animal kingdom is home to some amazing traits. Cheetahs can run at 112 kph. Camels can survive half a year without a water source. Frogs can freeze in winter and then thaw, alive, in spring.

As far as superlative animal talents go, these are just a few of the better known. There are plenty that haven't become common knowledge yet, and some of them are exceptionally gross, frightening, awkward, or seemingly impossible. Some are so anthropomorphic you have to laugh.

Here, we've collected some of those crazy facts, and we bet even animal-trivia buffs will be surprised by at least a few. You may laugh, you may deny. You'll almost certainly say "awww" more than you'd like. You may even squirm.

If your trash cans are regularly raided by these urban scavengers, you probably find this crazy fact especially hard to believe. But raccoons, at least those living in captivity, do wash their food every chance they get – though probably to a different end than when we do. With access to a water source, a raccoon will practice a dunking ritual that removes a lot of the filth from their meal. Holding, say, a half-eaten apple in its dexterous front paws, it will repeatedly and vigorously dunk it in the water, rotating the apple as it does so, before dining.

This likely doesn't mean what we think it does, though. Yes, they are cleaning their food, but that might just be a side effect of the action. Researchers have found that raccoons will "dunk" their food in the air, too, if there's no water around. Why dunk at all, then, if cleanliness isn't the goal? No one is sure, but it's possible it intensifies the tactile aspects of a meal. Raccoons have especially sensitive fingers, and they may just enjoy the feeling of the ritual.

The U.S. national bird, known for its dramatic wingspan of up to 2.4 meters and its 320 kph flight speed, has another superlative ability: nest building. Bald eagles, like most other birds, build their nests in trees. Unlike most other birds, bald eagles build nests that can break those trees. A typical bald eagle nest is big: up to 1.5 meters in diameter and up to 1.8 meters deep. But that's nothing compared to the largest nest ever discovered. One found in Florida in the 1960s had a weight of more than 2.2 tons, a diameter of 2.9 meters, and a depth of 6 meters.

How does a pair of birds build a nest that massive? Slowly. Bald eagles use the same nest year after year, sometimes for decades, and they're constantly adding twigs, branches, moss, feathers and other nesting material.

With its boneless, wormy form, the leech appears to have no hard components at all, let alone a mouth full of teeth. So, are you surprised to learn it has three sets of teeth? In fact, leeches have a total of 300 tiny, razor-sharp, highly effective cutting instruments in those three. Without all those teeth, leeches wouldn't be doing much bloodsucking at all.

Their method is almost surgical, which perhaps is why leeches are making a comeback in modern medicine; leeches are increasingly popular tools used in establishing blood flow to re-attached body parts. When placed on someone's skin, the leech grabs on with its "mouth," which contains three separate jaws with 100 teeth each. Then, each of the jaws and teeth makes a separate incision, forming a cut (rather like a Mercedes-Benz symbol) that initiates blood flow, and the bloodsucking begins. In between the teeth, there are ducts that release an anticoagulant to keep the blood flowing quickly.

Luckily for patients receiving leech treatment, those ducts also discharge an anaesthetic, so the process doesn't hurt much.

Few people choose to get up close and personal with anacondas. The green anaconda is the heaviest snake in the world, topping out around 9 meters long, 0.3 meter in diameter, and 250 kilograms. But green anacondas rarely attack humans, and there are no confirmed cases of a human being eaten by the snake, perhaps due to the rarity of their presence in the snakes' habitat. They live mostly in the secluded waters of South American rainforests.

Still, they could eat a human, considering their typical prey. Smaller meals include fish and wild pigs, but adult white-tailed deer, caimans and the occasional jaguar are on the menu, too. Caimans, which are similar to alligators, can reach 4.5 meters long. Jaguars can weigh 159 kilograms. White-tailed deer top out around 2.1-2.4 meters and weigh up to 136 kilograms. Compare that to the average man with a height of 1.7 meters and a weight of 88 kilograms.

To swallow larger animals, the snake coils around the prey's body to crush and/or asphyxiate it. Then the snake slowly works the animal down its gullet, head first. It widens its jaws, which are attached by stretchy ligaments before it grabs the prey with its teeth. After a large meal, an anaconda may not dine for months. But not all large prey agrees with them; an anaconda throwing up an entire cow was captured on video.

Common sense says pit bulls are aggressive by nature. Pit bull attacks against humans make the news for their often tragic results. Turns out, pit bulls are some of the nicer dogs out there. They can't help it if their jaws are ridiculously strong.

A 2008 study conducted at the University of Pennsylvania analysing thousands of dogs from 33 breeds found that pit bulls were easily topped by none other than wiener dogs -- er, dachshunds -- in terms of bite attacks against people. Of the dachshunds in the study, 20% had bitten or attempted to bite strangers, and 6% had bitten or attempted to bite their owners, compared to 7 % and 2%, respectively, of the pit bulls. Chihuahuas, Jack Russells and beagles also beat out pit bulls for aggression toward people.

Pit bulls did score high in aggressiveness toward other dogs; dachshunds did, too. But combined aggression toward humans and dogs earned wiener dogs the top spot for overall aggression.
